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appointment of this excellent officer (who, I think, is your
particular friend) gave us, the 36th, great satisfaction.

(t Sir Arthur Wellesley's orders, previous to our landing,
were most explicitly and clearly written, particularly in
explaining to the troops the nature of the service they were
about to enter upon, and directing the greatest attention to
he paid to the religion and customs of the Portuguese.    We
were likewise given to understand by these orders, that
through the whole of the war we should be en bivouac,
and no tents allowed for officers or men.    On the 10th the
whole army directed its march to Leyria.    It was intended
at first to have marched only three leagues, but upon in-
formation being received that a force had proceeded by the
sea-coast, in order to have surprised some of our outposts,
our march was continued until three o'clock next morning.
We then halted and took up our stations on a cold, bleak
moor, about two leagues from Lejoia, having marched up-
wards of twenty English miles.   Next morning we marched
to Leyria (where the inhabitants had been maltreated by
Loison), and halted on the south side of the city, whence I
went in to inspect it.   There we were joined by the Portu-
guese army, which did not exceed in strength 3000 men.
From what I could observe, there were about four squadrons
of cavalry, good-looking, well-mounted dragoons, being the
garde de police, of Lisbon, who had made their escape from
thence on hearing of our disembarkation.    The Portuguese
infantry was in a most wretched state of discipline.   On the
13th the army marched two and a half leagues, and halted
at Lueero, about a mile and a half on the south side of the
beautiful ancient abbey of Batalha, where the Portuguese
gained that celebrated victory over the Spaniards whichancellor of the Exchequer. She has often told me this herself,
